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Suppression of Orobanche cernua on tomato with Benzothiadiazole and
its enzymatic changes

F. Ghalavand', Z. Azami-Sardooei?, F. Fekrat®, and M. Payandeh*

(Received: 22.3.2017; Accepted: 8.1.2018)

Abstract

Benzothiadiazole (BTH) is as an elicitor with potential to induction of resistance in some plants. In this
research, the effect of different concentrations of BTH (0, 10, 100, 500 mg/ 1) for induction of resistance in
tomato against Orobanche cernua Loefl was investigated. For following experiment in greenhouse
condition, Early Urbana (EU) and Super Chef respectively the most tolerant and sensitive cultivars were
selected. Before transplanting of tomato into contaminated pots with 20 mg broomrape seeds, the roots of
plant were soaked in BTH for an hour. Also fifteen days later, the seedlings were irrigated with BTH.
Growth parameters of tomato plants and pathogen were assessed 3 months later. The results demonstrated
that all concentrations of BTH and tolerance variety were effective in inhibition of pathogen. The best
broomrape controls were recorded by 100 percent at 100 and 500 mg/l on EU cultivar. The activity of the
enzyme phenylalanine ammonia lyase (PAL) and peroxidase (POX) at 24, 48, 72 and 96 hours were
estimated after irrigated plants with BTH. The results showed that there was a significant effect of the
concentrations of BTH and pathogen on the activity of PAL and POX enzymes that are involved in plant
defense mechanisms. The highest enzymatic activity was obtained in EU at concentration of 500 mg/l in the
presence of O. cernua. In conclusions, the use of BTH commercial compounds as plant defense activator is a
new, simple strategy to control broomrape and compatible with the environment for the sustainable
agriculture.
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Table 1. Percent decrease of growth parameters of seven tomato cultivars in case of uninfected and infected by

Orobanche cernua

Tomato cultivars % of No. of % Shoot height % of Root dry % of Shoot dry
flower reduction reduction (cm) weight reduction (gr) weight reduction (gr)
Queen 2274 3534 a 13.68 a 3940 b 3190 b
Speedy 63.83 ¢ 38.96d 82.14 ¢ 42.66 ¢
Super Chef 83.05d 6140 f 88.61f 74.61 e
Chef 53490 21.86b 72.16d 30.00b
Isfahan-native 60.00 c 30.38 ¢ 64.79 ¢ 41.76 ¢
Sun 6108 6530c¢ 45.35e 84.84 ef 55.53d
Early Urbana 31.81a 12.85a 3429 a 23.81a

Sl SSls Oge3 do s S Jlox| CEM): Sols gm0 lasOlLES S i b Gy 5 1S5 an 0ke baesls
Data are means of three replication and different letters are significantly different according to the Duncan

test (p<0.01).
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Figure 1. Morphometric study of broomrape. A:
Stem height at the soil surface B: characteristic of the
flower C: Point of connection of stamens. (Original
picture)
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Table 2. The mean comparison of dry weight, numbers of shoot and nodes of broomrape on the roots of different

tomato cultivars.

Tomato Cultivars No. of Broomrape Node

No. of shoot emerged from soil

Dry Weight (gr) of Orobanche

Queen 2274 40.50d 251f 549 f
Speedy 48.66 ¢ 8.65¢ 1547 ¢
Super Chef 52.00 b 16.00 a 25.18 a
Chef 40.00d 532¢ 11.20d
Isfahan-native 36.33 ¢ 6.00d 9.77e
Sun 6108 63.65 a 10.33b 19.69 b
Early Urbana 18.33 f 1.31g 213 ¢

Sl 5SSls G ga3T o s SO ez o 3 Sl e s XA DLES S ke i Uy 5 1SS A (e Laesls

Datas are means of three replication and different letters are significantly different according to the Duncan test

(p<0.01).
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Figure 2. The average numbers of nodules were
connected to the tomato roots of tolerant cultivar
(Early Urbana) and susceptible cultivar (Super Chef)
infected by broomrape. Bars with different letters are
significantly different at p<0.05.
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Figure 4. Effect of different concentrations of BTH to
control of Orobanche cernua on susceptible tomato
roots (Super Chef). The arrow was shown broomrape
tubercles on infected tomato roots. (Original
pictures)
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Figure 3. Effect of different concentrations of BTH to
control of broomrape on tolerant tomato roots (Early
Urbana). The arrow was shown broomrape tubercles
on infected tomato roots. (Original picture)
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Table 3. Mean comparison of growth parameter of Orobanche cernua in response to tomato varieties and

different concentration of Benzothiadiazole

Growth parameter of Broomrape

Early Urbana Super Cheef
Treatment Broomrape No. of No. of Broomrape No. of No. of
dry matter broomrape node” broomrape stem”  dry matter broomrape node” broomrape stem”
Control 2.04d 2.66¢ 0.67 de 3490 a 8a 5.67 a
10 mg/l BTH 0.78 ¢ 1.33d Oe 22.53b 4.66 b 2.66b
100 mg/l BTH Oe Oe Oe 3.99¢ 2cd 1.67c
500 mg/l BTH Oe Oe Oe 0.46 e 1 de 1cd

C]a_.~ 3l a,\;:c)l} slaasle sluass sdiasglis® (STl (glawls dsr RIS Lt .« p<0.01 cla.~ 05 Jls g BV (gl aline 8 oy >

el Ol 4y (555 ok oS5 S )8 slad s 5 ol S

Different letters are significantly different at p<0.01 according to Duncan,s Multiple Range Test. ¥ Means No. of stem
emerged from soil and ** No. of node produced on the host roots.
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Table 4. Mean comparison of growth parameter of infected and non-infected tomato by broomrape in different
varieties and application of Benzothiadiazole at different concentrations

Growth Parameter of Tomato
Early Urbana

Super Cheef

Treatment Height Shootdry Fruitwet Rootdry  Height Shootdry Fruitwet Rootdry
(cm) weight (gr) weight (gr) weight (gr)  (cm) weight (gr) weight (gr) weight (gr)

Control (+O) 78.6°® 553D 68.8 10.7¢ 546"  31.6° 28" 494"
Control(-O) 87.67°° 70.6"™"  7939%® 1433 753 f  56g& 77 3df  pys5pen
10 mg/l BTH +O 8139 685%h 93Pl y7p7efth  gg3e 5948 36.1gh  10.72¢
10 mg/l BTH -O 90 80.8%f 9509 Pcdl g g it 79 692 gpp i 19 4] cfeh
100 mg/l BTH +O 943°¢  89.6°¢ 1219 377 gpdl  7pect  706°  19.5] <
100 mg/l BTH -O 97.6% 939" 12640 3735 896 879 120.6%% 2970%"
500 mg/l BTH + O 110*  1054® 135 ¢ 6526  96.1% g7.3°%% 13 bcdf 50°¢
500 mg/l BTH -O 1126*  110.5*  150.34°  89.34° 106 98.6™  137.9*®  72.02°

Orobanche 153G 5 ¢l)15 O — 5+ 5l sk (SOls (glaels o Oya3) Lt p<0.01 CEM 05 by sme O (g ls alin e By

.&:./-W‘
Within each column,data followed by the same letter are not significantly different according to Duncan,s multiple
range test. (P<0.01). O +& - means with and without Orobanche .
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Figure 5. Influence of different concentrations of BTH (0, 10, 100, and 500 mg/l) on phenylalanine ammonia-
lyase (PAL) activity in different varieties (Super Chef and Early Urbana) infected or non-infected () by
Orobanche cernua. Data are means of three measurements performed on root material sampled at four time

point. C, means Control.
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Figure 6. Influence of different concentrations of BTH (0, 10, 100, and 500 mg/l) on peroxidase (POX) activity in
different varieties (Super Chef and Early Urbana) infected or non-infected () by Orobanche cernua. Data are
means of three measurements performed on root material sampled at tree time point. C means Control.
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